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DEADLINES  

FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES  

& INFORMATION FOR THE NEXT  

ISSUES ARE: 
 

Summer 2011ðJune 24, 2011 

Fall 2011ðSeptember 9, 2011 

Winter 2011ðDecember 9, 2011 

Spring 2012ðMarch 9, 2012 
 

The MAM Newsletter is published quarterly 

by the Museums Association of Montana, a 

nonprofit organization of  institutions and 

businesses, dedicated to promoting 

communication among all types of 

museums in Montana.  MAM is an all 

volunteer organization whose support 

comes from its membership and from 

occasional public and private grants.  
 

As a forum for exchange of  information 

and ideas, the MAM Newsletter needs your 

contributions!  

 

Please send information to:  

MAM Newsletter Editor  
Montana Historical Society  

PO Box 201201  

225 North Roberts  

Helena, MT 59620 - 1201  

Phone 406 - 444 - 4789  

FAX 406 - 444 - 2696  

 email: dmitchell@mt.gov  

 

 

Presidentôs Messageð 

      Bill Peterson, President,  

   Museums Association of Montana  

 

 

 

 

The Museums Association of Montana 

(MAM) promotes professionalism and 

cooperation among the Museums of  

Montana.  MAM is an organization for 

all types of museumsðart, history, 

science and generalðand individuals 

who are interested in improving and 

strengthening  Montanaôs museums. 

                                                       

 

Billôs Soap Box 
 

I write this from the lobby of the Yogo Inn in beautiful Lewistown, Montana.  I 

cannot say enough about this community, the Central Montana Historical 

Association, and the effort they put forth to make the 2011 Museums Association of 

Montana Conference a success.  I am continually impressed with the quality of the 

programming and presenters.  I have been to larger regional and even national 

conferences, and I can assure you that we offer the same quality in our 

programming.  All Museums Association of Montana members should be very proud 

of what they have built.   
 

At the conference banquet we honored two recipients with Peter Yegen Jr. awards.  

My friend, Jack Lepley, has done so much for Montana museums.  His indelible 

influence to this profession will be felt for decades to come.  Although I do not know 

Margaret Ping, like Jack in Fort Benton, Margaretôs influence in Hardin is 

remarkably profound. I am so humbled to give these awards to Margaret and Jack.   

Thank you both for your service to Montanaôs museums, and congratulations to you 

both for winning the Yegen Award.   
 

I would like to remind everyone that in the near future we will be contacting our 

members for information regarding the economic impact study of Montana 

museums.   Please take the time to complete the surveys, as this information will be 

crucial in painting an accurate picture of the contributions our museums make to 

Montana's economy.  I believe this information will be useful to you, our members, 

as you inform your communities on the role of the museum.  
  

In February and March, Penny Redli, Chas Weldon, and I went to Washington, D.C. 

and spoke with our elected officials about the importance of museums and of the 

need for continued support from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.  We 

met with representatives from Congressman Denny Rehbergôs office, as well as with 

representatives from Senators Max Baucus and Jon Tester.  While we were reminded 

about the tough economic times, we remain optimistic that our message about the 

importance of museums was being heard.  In January, we also hosted our Montana 

lawmakers at a Rotunda event in the Capitol.   I hope that all of our member 

museums will consider putting together a tabletop exhibit about their museum, so 

that they may join us in our next Rotunda event in 2013.  In the meantime, please 

contact your local representatives and invite them to your museum.   

Bill  
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2009-2010 

    Museums Association of                             

      Montana 

     Board of Directors 
 

Bill Peterson, President 

    Phone: 406-843-5247 

    E-mail: billpeterson@mt.gov 

 

Chas Weldon, Vice President 

   Phone: 406-256-6811 

   E-mail:  ycm@tctwest.net 

 

Penny Redli, Secretary/Treasurer 

    Phone:  406-322-4588 

    E-mail:  

predli@museumofthebeartooths.com 

 

Jim Beley 

    Phone: 406-322-4412 

    Email: jammerjim114@gmail.com 

 

Robert M. Brown 

   Phone: 406-728-3476, ext. 1 

   Email: rmbrown@montana.com  

 

Benjamin Clark 

Phone: 406-433-3500 

Email: bclark@richland.org 

 

Colleen Curry 

   Phone: 307-344-2262 

   Email: colleen_curry@nps.gov 

 

Kevin Kooistra-Manning 

    Phone:  406-256-6809 

    E-mail:  kevinkm@ywhc.org 

     

John G. Lepley 

    Phone:  406-622-5316 

    E-mail:  7lep@mtintouch.net 

 

Tracy L. Livingston 

    Phone: 406-348-2533 

    Email: livtleah1@hotmail.com 

 

Paul Shea 

Phone: 406-222-4184 

Email: museum@imt.net 

 

Jude Sheppard 

    Phone: 406-357-2590 

    E-mail: blmuseum@mtintouch.net 

 

Amanda Streeter Trum 

    Phone:  406-444-4719 

    E-mail:  atrum@mt.gov 

 

Membership Coordinator 

Deb Mitchell 

     Phone:  406-444-4789 

     E-mail: dmitchell@mt.gov 

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS  
 

Sarah Nucci  is the Montana Historical Societyôs new Curator of History  
 

Loreto Pinochet  is the new Photograph Archivist at the Montana Historical Society  
 

Paul Shea  is the newest Museums Association of Montana Board Member  

 

If you have job announcements or people in new positions to report, please contact Amanda Trum 
at atrum@mt.gov or (406)444 -4719. 

The MAM Board would like to say goodbye to our 

good friends Pat Roath  and  Carrell Evans  who 

have  served on the Board for several years. Thank 

you for all of your hard work!  

 

MAM Members 

Post for Free!  

If you are a member of 

the Museums 

Association of Montana 

and would like your 

institutionôs upcoming 

events, jobs 

announcements, or 

information for our 

ñPeople in the Newsò 

section posted in the 

newsletter, submit your 

posting to Deb Mitchell 

at PO Box 1451, Helena, 

MT 59624 or 

dmitchell@mt.gov.  

 

Please note submission 

deadlines on page 1 of 

the newsletter.  

JOB OPENING: Executive Director of 

ExplorationWorks, Helena  
 

Interested applicants send a resume, a cover 

letter and three professional references  

by May 31 to:  

Ellen Feaver (ExplorationWorks Board Vice Chair) 
901 Flowerree 59601 

Helena, MT 59601 
 

Questions or requests for further information can be 
directed to: 

Ellen Feaver, Board Vice Chair, 406-442-6121, 
eefeaver@hotmail.com or 

Suzanne Wilcox, Executive Director, 406-457-1800 
x-7, suzannew@explorationworks.org 

New MAM Membership Rates  

MAM membership rates will increase slightly beginning June 1, 2011. 

Institutional  and Individual  memberships will increase by $5 per year. 

Your membership year will still run from your date of payment.  

Weôve also added a Student/Retiree category for $20 per year!  

To find out who won this yearôs Tack Jar Contest, look for the tack          in 

the following pages!  

mailto:eefeaver@hotmail.com
mailto:suzannew@explorationworks.org
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Congratulations to the 2011 Yegen Award Winners  

Margaret Ping and Jack Lepley  
 

 Margaret Ping grew up in Hardin, MT where she developed a passion for history and her community. She 
joined the Big Horn County Historical Society in the early 1970s and worked diligently to preserve and make 
available the 1911 farmhouse and barn that eventually became the Societyõs museum. Margaret has authored 
several books on Hardinõs history and has served on numerous boards and committees involving history and 
education. Congratulations to Margaret and Big Horn County Historical Society staff for the construction of a new 

museum building, which is currently underway.  
 

 John òJackó Lepley worked as a teacher at Fort Benton High School for over thirty years and is the founder 
and pro bono Executive Director of the non -profit River and Plains Society. He has been instrumental in developing 
and implementing exhibits for the Museum of the Northern Great Plains, the Museum of the Upper Missouri, and Old 
Fort Benton. Jack has served on the Museums Association of Montana Board of Directors for several years and was 
appointed to the Montana Historical Society Board of Trustees in 2005. He has received numerous honors for 
contributions to his community and the State of Montana and is the author of an important trilogy on the history of 
Fort Benton.  

Getting Ready in Indian Country:  

Emergency Preparedness and Response for 
Native American Cultural Resources 

 

Heritage Preservation is pleased to announce "Getting Ready in Indian Country," an invitation to 
consider emergency preparedness specifically for Native American interests. This new initiative 
is intended to advance emergency preparedness, stimulate discussion, and inspire new projects 

for the care and protection of tribal heritage. It has three parts:  
 
Å A brief Report offers a national overview of the issues and suggests ways to better protect 
tribal cultural heritage from disasters. The recommendations cover funding, capacity -building, 
outreach, research needs, and relationships with emergency management agencies.  
Å The online Inventory of Disaster Resources for Cultural Heritage provides access to a wide 
variety of materials on the protection of cultural heritage, emergency management practice and 
policies, and tribal programs.  
Å Preparedness Discussion Questions for tribal archives, museums, libraries, and culture centers 
are designed to spark conversations on getting ready for emergencies. The six basic questions can be 
used at tribal gatherings, workshops, or staff meetings.  
 
The primary audiences for Getting Ready in Indian Country are the Native Americans who are the 
stewards of their peoplesõ heritage and the non-native cultural community, public safety officials, 
and agencies that provide services and funding for tribal projects.  
 
Visit www.heritagepreservation.org/gettingready  to explore these new resources from Heritage 
Preservation! 
 
Getting Ready in Indian Country was developed by Heritage Preservation, Inc., on behalf of the 
Heritage Emergency National Task Force, with a grant from the National Park Service and with 
support and guidance from the Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance, U.S. Department of 
the Interior.  

http://www.heritagepreservation.org/gettingready
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Montana Museums Advocacy Update  
 

  There has been much talk of advocacy in this newsletter over the last two years.  The  

reason is simple ð  museums are important yet, hardly have a voice with elected  

officials.  In fact in Montana wolves, cattle, trees, rocks, water, elk, sheep, wetlands, and    

a host of other things have more of a voice than our precious museums.  Museums 

serve Montana in so many ways ð they educate our visitors, preserve our history, 

display our art, protect our resources, and introduce people to our values and ethics, as 

well as protect them.  Through museums, we monitor our past and evaluate our current 

actions.  Museums create jobs and stimulate our economy, yet take no resources away 

from Montana.  They are an industry making Montana a better place to live, while asking 

for very little in return.  
 

  Montana's museums face challenges on many fronts ð financial, facility, collections, 

board member development,  and audience attraction.  Bravely we take on these issues 

at our institutions, solving each in ways unique to our museums and communities.  It is 

our bull-by-the-horns mentality, allowing us to thrive in the face of difficulty.  Most 

importantly, and perhaps the most difficult issue we face, is that of relevancy in a rapidly 

changing world.   Were I in possession of solutions to these issues, I would be a wise 

man indeed.   
 

  Simply put, we must speak up for ourselves, or museums will continue to be perceived 

as being of little value ð economically, socially, or educationally.   By speaking up and 

telling others of our needs, successes, challenges, relevance, and importance we can 

work together toward finding workable answers to the issues we face.  I am not talking 

just about speaking to our elected Washington D.C. officials; we need to talk to our state 

and county representatives, our local officials, and our community members.  By 

educating them we increase the volume of the voice we have by gaining new supporters.  

 

  I can promise you that the Museums Association of Montana will continue 

communicating on behalf of Montanaôs museums.  But you, each museum employee, 

board member, trustee, volunteer, or docent, must make it a priority to tell people about 

your museum and how much it means to your community, county, state, and country.  

When the collective museum voice is as loud as that of the environment, cattle, minerals, 

elk, bears, wolves, and rivers, is when we will  see sweeping changes in the perception 

of museums as vitally important institutions.  Montana's museums are not frivolous 

luxuries,  but fundamental necessities.    

Bill Peterson 
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Applications Opened for 2011 -12  
Preserving Missoula Countyôs History Grants 
 

 The Historical Museum at Fort Missoula is pleased to announce that it is now   accepting 
applications for the annual Preserving Missoula County History Grant program.  This program is 
open to all Missoula County non-profit organizations involved in historic preservation and 
interpretation projects in Missoula County.  Missoula voters made funding these grants possible 

when they approved the 2 -mill levy for the Historical Museum in 2002.  

A total amount of $10,000 is available for one -time projects with a demonstrable long -term 
impact for local history; individual projects are limited to a maximum grant of $5,000.  Capital 
Improvement  funds are available for projects such as:  structural improvement, structure and site 
restoration, physical access (ADA), interpretive facilities and collections, and adaptation to meet 
health and safety requirements.  Interpretation  funds are available for contributions to local 
history in the areas of site investigation and interpretation, long -term exhibits, and publications.  
The primary emphasis must be on the demonstrable long -term impact of the project on the 
preservation, interpretation, dissemination and/or enhancement of local history.  The grants may 
not be used for routine maintenance, programs, publicity, general operations, personnel, or 
personal research, and they must be related to the mission of the Historical Museum at Fort 
Missoula ð the preservation and interpretation of: Missoula County history, the military history of 

Fort Missoula, and the history of the timber industry in western Montana.  

For details and applications contact Dr. Robert M. Brown, Executive Director, Historical 
Museum at Fort Missoula, Building #322-Fort Missoula, Missoula, MT, 59804; 728-3476, extension 1; 
or at ftmslamuseum@montana.com.  Application deadline is July 30, 2011  (earlier submission is 

recommended).  

MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY SEEKING HISTORY HEROES TO HONOR 
 

 If you know of someone you think has gone above and beyond the call of duty to preserve 
and protect your local, area or statewide history and heritage, the Montana Historical Society Board 
of Trustees wants to hear from you.  
 

 The Montana Heritage Keepers Awards will be presented in September at the Montana 
Historical Society History Conference in Missoula. The awards honor individuals, families, 
organizations, educators, historians and others whose efforts have had a significant impact on 
generating interest in and the preservation of Montana history and heritage. The nominees must be 
Montanans who have demonstrated commitment to a significant state history goal that goes beyond 
the confines of making a livelihood for themselves.  
 

 Nominations must be received no later than June 1 and include narrative and examples of 
the work the nominee has done including such things as newspaper articles, letters of support from 
the community and awards.  
 

 Nomination forms and information are available on the Societyõs website, 
www.montanahistoricalsociety.org . They can be sent to Heritage Keepers Awards Chair, Montana 
Historical Society, PO Box 201201, Helena MT 59620-1201, email to rpodell@mt.gov, or faxed to 406
-444-2696. Forms can also be requested by calling 406-444-1799. 
 

 Two winners will be selected, one from eastern Montana and another from western Montana. 
Last yearõs winners were Bob Barthelmess of Miles City and the Range Rider Museum, and historic 
preservationist and researcher Ken Robison of Great Falls.  
 

 The history conference will be Sept. 22 -24 and is being jointly sponsored this year by the 
Historical Museum at Fort Missoula, and the University of Montana.  

http://www.montanahistoricalsociety.org
mailto:rpodell@mt.gov
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museum insider : tips, news, & updates  

      HOW TO CLEAN YOUR HISTORIC HOUSE MUSEUM  

 

Although cleaning the structure, furnishings, and other artifacts  

of a house museum is not a glamorous job, it is of paramount  

importance for the preservation of the structure and its contents.   

At the Montana Historical Society I employ a special vacuuming  

technique to remove dust from the interior building surfaces,  

furniture, and the other objects at the Original Governorôs Mansion: 

     I use a white China bristle brush purchased in a paint store.   

A 2 İò wide slanted tip brush works well.  I saw the handle off to  

make the brush more maneuverable and safer in tight places and I  

tape the ferrule with electrical tape to eliminate the danger of  

scratching objectsðif you donôt tape the ferrule be sure to hold your fingers all the way over it to keep it from 

scratching.  I also use a variety of sizes of natural bristle brushesðdown to artistsô brushesðfor cleaning a 

variety of sizes of objects.  It is worth it to spend the money for good brushes as they will last longer and are 

easier to use. 

     I attach a clean vacuum brush to the vacuum hose (I like a soft horsehair upholstery brush). I hold the 

vacuum brush in my non-dominant (left) hand and wrap the hose around my arm so it does not drag on the 

surface being cleaned. Iôm always careful that the vacuum cord does not drag against woodwork or furnishings 

and that the area behind me is not endangered by the vacuum itself or by its exhaust. 

     I turn on the vacuum and use my natural bristle brush in my right hand to gently sweep the dust from the 

surface to be cleaned toward the vacuum opening.   (Small objects can be held with cheese cloth to prevent 

them from being vacuumed upðreduced suction is also a good idea for small objects.)  Periodically as I work, 

I vacuum off the bristles of my hand brush and of the vacuum brush to clean them of dust.  At the end of the 

day I wash my brush(es) with soap and water and let them dry overnight.  Vacuum brushes are also washed 

with soap and water and let dry. 

     When I am finished dusting with the vacuum and the hand brush, I gently wipe down the newly dusted 

surfaces with a clean soft cotton clothð being careful not to snag any raised grain or loose veneer on furniture.  

A clean cloth diaper will work well for this job.  At the Montana Historical Society we sew up our own dusting 

cloths from two layers of well-washed white cotton flannel.  Be sure to get a clean cloth frequently and put the 

used ones in the laundry. 
 

Here are some things to consider as you clean your historic house museum: 
 

THINK PRESERVATION .  Remember that preservation is your primary concern.  The object of        

cleaning the house museum and its furnishings is to prevent dust becoming caked on so that it requires 

a solvent to remove.  Do not over clean as every cleaning results in a certain amount of abrasion to the 

surfaces cleaned.  Clean only if there is a visible layer of dust on the surface in question 

A housekeeping journal will allow you to systematically care for your house museum.  Log each 

dayôs cleaning activities and consult the journal before cleaning an area again.  You will find that some 

areas require cleaning more frequently than others.. 

Examine and assess the space to be cleaned and its contents before you begin cleaning.  Mentally 

divide the room into convenient zones.  Plan to clean everything that is to be cleaned in one zone at one 

time working from top to bottom.  Limiting the movement of furnishings lessens the risk of damage to 

the furnishings and to the structure.  Keep furnishings in front of you so you can see them.  Try to keep 

a clear zone behind you and avoid backing up. 

 

Original Governorôs Mansion, Helena, MT 
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Limit the amount of handling of objects as much as possible. Only staff trained in artifact handling 

should move artifacts and they should only handle an artifact when there is a legitimate reason for 

doing so. 

Think before you act.  Consider the objectðhow should it be handled:  what equipment and supplies 

are needed; how many people are needed for the move?  Plan your route:  know where the object is 

going; have that area clean and secure; note any obstacles along the path. 

Treat each object with respect, as if it were the most valuable piece in the collection. 

Go slowly.  Do not hurry.  Concentrate on what you are doing. 

Move only one object at a time by hand.  If the object is too large or heavy for you to move safely by 

yourself, ask another person to help.  If you must move several small objects use a padded basket or 

cart. 

When lifting artifacts, always lift from under the mass of the center of gravity.  This means picking 

up chairs by lifting under the seat and not by the back or arms.  Never pick up an artifact by an applied 

projection such as the spout or the handle of a pitcher, but instead reach under the object with one hand 

and steady it with the other 

Maintain a supply of vacuum bags and change them often.  It is important to change the bag after 

using the vacuum for a dirty job or when the bag is known to contain pestsðinsects, egg cases etc. 

Change vacuum bags and filters outside the historic structure or in a room that does not have 

historic furnishings.  Dispose of used vacuum bags by immediately placing them in a garbage can 

outside of the historic structure.  If you suspect insects or their eggs are in the vacuum bag you should 

immediately seal the vacuum bag in a plastic bag and dispose of it well away from the historic structure 

as soon as you take it out of the vacuum. 

 

Also remember to: 
 

Report or record any changes in the condition of an artifact.  Report or record any damages 

immediately. 

Do not allow eating, drinking, or smoking near artifacts. 

Do not use staples, adhesive labels, rubber bands, ball point pens, markers, or adhesive tape in 

labeling or storing artifacts. 

Do not undertake any treatment or use any product on an artifact which is not completely 

reversible, that is, which cannot be undone or removed.  A complex or puzzling problem is best left 

alone until you can contact a conservator for advice.  At the Montana Historical Society we leave 

almost all repairs to professional conservators. 

When working with artifactsðespecially furniture or woodwork--be careful not to cause damage 

with jewelry or with your belt buckle . 

Never handle metal artifacts without using white cotton curatorôs gloves.  The oil and salt on bare 

hands can etch or corrode the surfaces. 

Ceramic and glass objects should be handled with bare hands to ensure a good grip. 

Donôt place your cleaning tools on furnishings and donôt lean on furniture. 

 

I hope these suggestions are of use to those of you who care for Montanaôs many wonderful house museums.   

Please do not hesitate to call me at (406) 444-0609 if you would like to discuss cleaning procedures at your 

house museum. 
 

Vic Reiman 

Museum Technician, Montana Historical Society 
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From the Societyé. 
News and Events from the Montana Historical Society 

 
State History Magazine Turns 60!  

 
 

Here is a Montana success story.  Montana The Magazine of Western History , published by the 

Montana Historical Society, is celebrating 60 years in print. The magazineôs nativity dates to April 

1950 when the MHS Board of Trustees decided that a ñliving magazineò ought to be published. 

With its first issue in 1951, the magazine carried the motto ñto preserve, to publish, and to promote 

interest in the history of Montana.ò 

Montana  has carried on what those folks set out to do.  Today the magazine circulates to nearly 
10,000 MHS members and newsstands customers. Because it publishes more than Montana 
history, itôs also a membership benefit for those who belong to the Western History Association, 
currently based in St. Louis.  
 
Each Montana  issue contains 4 to 6 full-length articles, book reviews, and a small dose of 
advertising.  The often rare photographs, art, and maps used for illustration come from both public 
and private collections. Articles are peer reviewed to ensure accuracy, and the magazine is used 
around the world by educators, authors, filmmakers, genealogists, and researchers in almost every 
field imaginable.  
 
The magazine staff is always looking for ways to make Montana more accessible. The MHS web 
site offers a free searchable index online, and the magazine is available at hundreds of libraries and 
throughout the world on JSTOR.   
 
       With a growing list of awards from such   
       organizations as the Mountain-Plains Museums 
       Association, National Cowboy Museum and  
       Western Heritage Center, Western Writers of  
       America, Westerners International, Forest History 
       Society, and many others, the magazineôs success 
       would surely make the founding board members 
       proud!  
 
       Happy birthday, Montana ! If any MAM member 
       would like to carry the magazine in their store,  
       advertise, or become a MHS member visit them 
       online at www.montanahistoricalsociety.org , friend 
       them on Facebook, and/or contact Tammy Ryan at 
       tryan@mt.gov or 406-444-4708. 

http://www.montanahistoricalsociety.org
mailto:tryan@mt.gov
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Phillips County Museum/ Historic Robinson House , Malta, MT 

Winter in northern Montana was unusually cold but volunteers stayed warm working on displays at 
the Phillips County Museum. To entertain our visitors in 2011 a womenõs fashion display from 
Pantaloons to Wedding Dresses is now ready to view. Do you remember that famous lady Carrie 

Nation? Come and see the unique items displayed as history commemorates the òlady with the axeó. 

 

The dream of renovating the historic H.G. Robinson House became possible when the Phillips County 
Historical Society received a Tourism Infrastructure Investment Program grant from the Montana 
Department of Commerce. Construction will begin this summer with new siding and a roof 

replacement. Inside lighting and hardware renovations will also be made possible through this grant.  

 

Additional summer events at the Phillips County Museum/Robinson House include:  

Å Historic Cemetery Walk. Local historians will portray òinfamousó members of Phillips County. 

Å Dino Days Pancake Breakfast. Museum displays, car shows, family fun weekend. 

Å Yearly Home & Garden Tour & Flower Show located at the Robinson House 

 

MonDak Heritage Center , Sidney, MT 

The MonDak has planned several events and new exhibits through 2011.  During the month of May, 
the Custer County Traveling Art Show, a juried art exhibit will be on view.  June is a very busy month 

with Sidneyõs Centennial celebration, more live music and new exhibits as well. 

 

Richey Historical Museum , Richey, MT 

The volunteers in Richey have done a lot of cleaning, painting and organizing this winter and early 
spring.  They plan to open May 30.  There will be an Open House for the public as a sneak preview 
May 22nd.  A pamphlet to guide visitors through the historic buildings is currently in the works.  They 

have also begun planning a video tour/ documentary to be completed for the Richey Centennial.  

 

Valley County Pioneer Museum , Glasgow, MT 

The Valley County Historical Society has developed a rustic roomscape to display a collection of 
Thomas Molesworth furniture, complete with log wall and rock fireplace. Open house is scheduled 
for June 12 th.  Presently in the planning stage is a diorama of the Glasgow Army Air Base, a training 

center for World War II pilots.  

 

The museum will host a pair of free Disaster Preparedness workshops for the museums, libraries and 
historical societies in eastern Montana.  The workshop is taught in two parts, each requiring a day 
(9:00am ð 4:00pm), instructed by Randy Silverman, Preservation Librarian of the University of Utah 
Marriott Library, sponsored by Western States and Territories Preservation Assistance Service.  The 

first date is June 24, and August 15.  For further information, call Barb Hoffman, 406 -228-8692. 

REGIONAL NEWS: Custer & Missouri River Countries  



 10 

Museums Association of Montana News  
 

New website! Check out our new website at http://montanamuseums.org/. We hope you enjoy our new 
look and will take advantage of the new features, including a listing of all member museums by tourism 
country. Be sure to follow us on Facebook! 

 

 

MAM membership benefits  

  ö  Inclusion in the MAM map, which is distributed throughout the state 

  ö  Inclusion in our new website listing by tourism country   

  ö  Discounted Annual Conference registration fee 

  ö  Annual Conference scholarships 

  ö  Four newsletters per year, with free advertising 

  ö  Access to the MAM listserv 

  ö  Access to MAM board members and professional assistance 

  ö  Look for new membership perks in the months to come! (including social media access 

                           and access to museum form templates, policy & procedure examples, and packet  

                           information from selected Annual Conference sessions) 

Please consider contributing to  

MAMôs Museums Advocacy Day 

Fund  

The Museums Association of Montana is asking for 

your support!  

Our goal is to send 3 MAM Board members to Museums 

Advocacy Day held in Washington, D.C. annually. This 

important event allows us to advocate for all of Montanaôs 

museums at the federal level.  

If you would like to contribute to MAMôs Advocacy Day 
Fund, please contact Deb Mitchell at  

PO Box 1451, Helena, MT 59624 

(406)444 -4789, dmitchell@mt.gov  
 

Thank you for supporting Montanaôs 

museums!  

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/02/US_Capitol_Building_Front_New.jpg
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Montana Arts Council  

The Montana Arts Council offers several 

grant opportunities including: Artists in 

Schools and Residencies , Opportunity 

Grants , and Professional Development .  

Application deadlines and processes 

vary. See the Montana Arts Council 

website at: www.art.mt.gov or call  

406 -444 -6548.  

Montana Grant Sources                                                    

Humanities Montana  

Several grants are available 

through Humanities Montana.  For 

grant descriptions and proposal 

deadlines see the Humanities 

Montanaôs website at: 

www.humanitiesmontana.org/

grants.htm or call 406 -243 -6022.  

 

Websites of interesté. 

Humanities Montana deadlines :  

$5000 and less ð20th Feb, May, Aug, Nov  

Over $5000 ð20th Apr, Aug, Dec  

Film & Digital Production ð20th Aug  

Book Subvention ð20th Dec  

Fellowships ð20th Dec  

Opportunity grants ($1000 max) -  at least 2 weeks 

prior to program  

Montana Arts Council deadlines :  

All applications must be received by 

5pm on the 15th of the month  

* Please call before applying to 

determine if funds are available  

 

 

   The Daily Yellowstone Journal is now available in Chronicling America:  

 http://www.his.state.mt.us/research/MTMemoryProj.asp . 
  

   The Nez Perce National Historic Trail website: www.fs.usda.gov/npnht    

http://www.his.state.mt.us/research/MTMemoryProj.asp
http://www.fs.usda.gov/npnht
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Book Signing by Authors of Latest Custer Book 

None Wounded, None Missing, All Dead: 

The Story of Elizabeth Bacon Custer 
 

Garryowen, MT ï Authors Howard Kazanjian and Chris Enss have written a seminal Custer work entitled None 

Wounded, None Missing, All Dead, which tells the story of the romance between George and Elizabeth Custer, 

reveals their life of adventure throughout the West during the Indian Wars, and recounts the tragic end of the 

7th Cavalry and the aftermath for the widows of the soldiers who died in the Battle of the Little Big Horn. Chris 

Enss will be on hand in Garryowen to sign copies of their book on Friday, June 24th, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 

    Kazanjian and Enss have created an in-depth and personal telling of Elizabeth  

    Custerôs public and private life, through her personal ledgers, manuscripts, and  

    letters, many of which are contained in the Elizabeth Custer Library and   

    Museumôs holdings. Said Museum Director Chris Kortlander, ñNone Wounded,  

    None Missing, All Dead: The Story of Elizabeth Bacon Custer, contains startling  

    disclosures from freshly discovered documents revealing unknown facts about the 

    most famous couple of the nineteenth century. This book is detailed, well   

    documented, and historically valuable, and I am pleased to be a small part of this  

    important literary release.ò 
 

    Copies of the book may be purchased for $21.95 at Garryowen. Interested parties  

    can also pre-order one of 92 special deluxe editions of the book, signed by Howard 

    Kazazian, Chris Enss, and Christopher Kortlander, each containing an original  

    manuscript or document penned in the hand of Elizabeth Bacon Custer. These 

deluxe editions will be released on June 25, 2011, the 135th Anniversary of the Battle of the Little Big Horn. 
 

Garryowen, Montana is located just off of Interstate 90 at Exit 514, on the east side of Frontage Road. For 

additional information, please contact Christopher Kortlander at the Custer Battlefield Museum. Phone: (406) 

638-2020, info@custermuseum.org, http://www.custermuseum.org. 

Book Signing by Custer Reenactor Steve Alexander: 

G.A. Custer to the Little Big Horn 
 

Garryowen, MT ï Following a performance as General George A. Custer in the 18th Annual Battle of the Little 

Bighorn Reenactment, Steve Alexander will be available on Friday, June 24th, at approximately 5:00 PM to sign 

copies of his recently published book entitled G.A. Custer to the Little Big Horn. The book signing will be hosted 

by the Custer Battlefield Museum, and take place at the Town of Garryowen, Montana, the location of Sitting 

Bullôs camp and the site where the first shots were fired in the historic battle. 

 

Alexander, who has portrayed General Custer in numerous reenactments, will  

once again entertain audiences in the Real Bird reenactment of "Custer's Last  

Stand," which will be held at 1:00 PM on June 24, 25, and 26, 2011, located  

one-quarter mile north of the Town of Garryowen at Medicine Tail Coulee. At  

the end of Fridayôs performance, Alexander will lead fellow 7th Cavalry School 

 reenactors, all on horseback and in period dress, from the reenactment site to  

Garryowen for a ceremony to lay a wreath at the Garryowen Peace Memorial  

and Tomb of the Unknown Soldier from the Battle.  Immediately following the  

ceremony, Alexander will be available at the Custer Battlefield Museum to sign  

copies of his newly published book. 

 

Copies of G.A. Custer to the Little Big Horn may be purchased at Garryowen, which is located just off of 

Interstate 90 at Exit 514, on the east side of Frontage Road. For additional information, please contact Linda 

Solberg at the Custer Battlefield Museum. Phone: (406) 638-1876, info@custermuseum.org, http://

www.custermuseum.org.  

mailto:info@custermuseum.org
http://www.custermuseum.org
mailto:info@custermuseum.org
http://www.custermuseum.org
http://www.custermuseum.org
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Come to Helena for the 2011 
Mountain- Plains Museums Association Annual Conference! 

October 17 �t 21, 2011 
 

Join us in rich discussions and presentations on museums. Share lessons learned from your 
museum colleagues �t successes and failures. Help your colleagues with insights into best practices. 

Broaden your network. Meet new friends & colleagues! 
 

Workshop & lecture topics will include: Using Social Media / Collections Storage / Gift Shops /  

Grant Writing for Small Museums / Archival Collections / Exhibits on a Budget / Preserving Photographs /  

Records Management / Oral Histories / Youth Programs / Legal & Ethical Issues / Pest Management 

Webcasting & Videotaping / Interactives / Tribal Perspectives / Difficult Volunteers / And Many More! 

 

Take advantage of this great opportunity while the MPMA conference is so close! 
 

For more information or to register, visit: www.mpma.net or call (303)979-9358. 


