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DEADLINES  

FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES  

& INFORMATION FOR THE NEXT  

ISSUES ARE: 
 

Fall 2011ðSeptember 16, 2011 

Winter 2011ðDecember 9, 2011 

Spring 2012ðMarch 9, 2012 

Summer 2012ðJune 1, 2012 
 

The MAM Newsletter is published quarterly 

by the Museums Association of Montana, a 

nonprofit organization of  institutions and 

businesses, dedicated to promoting 

communication among all types of 

museums in Montana.  MAM is an all 

volunteer organization whose support 

comes from its membership and from 

occasional public and private grants.  
 

As a forum for exchange of  information 

and ideas, the MAM Newsletter needs your 

contributions!  

 

Please send information to:  

MAM Newsletter Editor  
Montana Historical Society  

PO Box 201201  

225 North Roberts  

Helena, MT 59620 - 1201  

Phone 406 - 444 - 4789  

FAX 406 - 444 - 2696  

 email: dmitchell@mt.gov  

 

 

Presidentôs Messageð 

      Bill Peterson, President,  

   Museums Association of Montana  

 

 

 

 

The Museums Association of Montana 

(MAM) promotes professionalism and 

cooperation among the Museums of  

Montana.  MAM is an organization for 

all types of museumsðart, history, 

science and generalðand individuals 

who are interested in improving and 

strengthening  Montanaôs museums. 

                                                       

 

Billôs Soap Box 
 

In June I had the pleasure of visiting the MonDak Heritage Center in Sidney.    I was 

thoroughly impressed by the institution and the people involved with it.   The whole 

MAM board was welcomed as if we were long lost family.  And while I donôt get to 

spend enough time in eastern Montana, when I am there it is always a thrill to see the 

depth of museum collections and preservation taking place.  The warmth of the 

people there is unforgettable, as well.  Therefore, I would like to give a big thank 

you to all of our friends in Sidney for making us feel so welcome. 

 

The Museums Association of Montana is now in the process of updating our 1999 

economic impact survey of Montana's museums.  During the course of this update, I 

have learned a few things about statistics and how we measure the economic impact 

of museums in Montana.  There is a wealth of resources out there to draw upon in 

regard to the overall impact visitors make in Montanaôs economy.  For an 

enlightening look at some of these figures, I urge you to visit the website of the 

Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research at: 

http://www.itrr.umt.edu/expendVisitation.htm.  At this site you will see some 

staggering dollar figures in relation to non-resident visitors to Montana.  I think what 

I found most interesting was the 2010 Montana Nonresident Traveler Economic 

Impacts and Expenditures Report.  It will be interesting to have the updated 

information for museums and see what relevant correlations we can draw between 

the data sets. 

 

But non-residents aren't the whole story because we know that Montanans also make 

exemplary use of our museums.  Our resident visitors, students, members, donors, 

and employees all assist our museums in making a considerable economic impact to 

our state economy.  Museums also attract money to Montana through grant programs 

- $2.4  million in IMLS alone from 2007-2011.  This summer if your museum 

receives an economic impact survey from MAM, please take the time to fill it out so 

that we can supply the most accurate numbers possible in the new study.  This new 

data will be just one more tool for us to use as we work to give Montanaôs museums 

a voice loud enough to be heard over the din of others clamoring for similar 

attention.  As Ben Franklin once said, ñAn investment in knowledge pays the best 

interest,ò and nowhere is that more evident than at our Montana museums.    

Bill  

http://www.itrr.umt.edu/expendVisitation.htm


 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009-2010 

    Museums Association of                             

      Montana 

     Board of Directors 
 

Bill Peterson, President 

    Phone: 406-843-5247 

    E-mail: billpeterson@mt.gov 

 

Chas Weldon, Vice President 

   Phone: 406-256-6811 

   E-mail:  ycm@tctwest.net 

 

Penny Redli, Secretary/Treasurer 

    Phone:  406-322-4588 

    E-mail:  

predli@museumofthebeartooths.com 

 

Jim Beley 

    Phone: 406-322-4412 

    Email: jammerjim114@gmail.com 

 

Robert M. Brown 

   Phone: 406-728-3476, ext. 1 

   Email: rmbrown@montana.com  

 

Benjamin Clark 

Phone: 406-433-3500 

Email: bclark@richland.org 

 

Colleen Curry 

   Phone: 307-344-2262 

   Email: colleen_curry@nps.gov 

 

Kevin Kooistra-Manning 

    Phone:  406-256-6809 

    E-mail:  kevinkm@ywhc.org 

     

John G. Lepley 

    Phone:  406-622-5316 

    E-mail:  7lep@mtintouch.net 

 

Tracy L. Livingston 

    Phone: 406-348-2533 

    Email: livtleah1@hotmail.com 

 

Paul Shea 

Phone: 406-222-4184 

Email: museum@imt.net 

 

Jude Sheppard 

    Phone: 406-357-2590 

    E-mail: blmuseum@mtintouch.net 

 

Amanda Streeter Trum 

    Phone:  406-444-4719 

    E-mail:  atrum@mt.gov 

 

Membership Coordinator 

Deb Mitchell 

     Phone:  406-444-4789 

     E-mail: dmitchell@mt.gov 

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS  
 

Kristin  Moyle was recently hired as the State Historic Preservation Officeôs 
Preservation Grants Administrator  

 

Nicole Webb  is the new Curator of Collections at the Historical Museum at Fort 
Missoula. 

 

If you have job announcements or people in new positions to report, please contact Amanda Trum 
at atrum@mt.gov or (406)444 -4719. 

Please consider contributing to  

MAMôs Museums Advocacy Day Fund 

The Museums Association of Montana is asking for your support!  

Our goal is to send 3 MAM Board members to Museums Advocacy Day held in 

Washington, D.C. annually. This important event allows us to advocate for all of 

Montanaôs museums at the federal level.  

If you would like to contribute to MAMôs Advocacy Day Fund, please contact  

Deb Mitchell at  

PO Box 1451, Helena, MT 59624 

(406)444 -4789, dmitchell@mt.gov  
 

Thank you for supporting Montanaôs museums! 

 

Historical Museum at Fort Missoula  

Wins 2011 AASLH Award of Merit  

 

The American Association for State and Local History (AASLH) proudly 

announces that the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula is the recipient of an 

Award of Merit from the AASLH Leadership in History Awards for the exhibit 

When the Mountains Roared: The Fire of 1910 . The AASLH Leadership in 

History Awards, now in its 66th year, is the most prestigious recognition for 

achievement in the preservation and interpretation of state and local history. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/02/US_Capitol_Building_Front_New.jpg
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On view June 3 ð September 10, 2011 in the UM PAR -

TV Center:  

60 Artists, 60 Artworks, 60 Years: Celebrating 

the Archie Bray Foundation  

MMAC pays tribute to the 60th anniversary celebration of the 
Archie Bray Foundation for the Ceramic Arts.   This exhibition 
will coincide with ceramics exhibitions across the state and 

include a diverse selection of ceramics created by UM faculty, 
alumni and past Bray residents.   The exhibition continues at 

the UM Mansfield Library with Peter and Henry Meloy: 

Collaborations .  

Summer Gallery Hours: 12 -3pm Wed, Thurs, Sat. and 

12-6pm Fri.  

Yellowstone County Museum Begins New Tradition  

A wonderful new tradition was enacted this afternoon at the Yellowstone County Museum. The Caravan Tours 

guests visit the museum seven days a week during the months of May ï Sept. They of course stop on the National 

Holiday of the  Forth of July , Independence Day.  Last year, in 2010, I thought it would be very fitting to hold a 

special party for these folks traveling away from home on a holiday. Extra refreshments were prepared, red, white 

and blue cookies and juices were served and at the last moment  before the flag raising, I asked if there was a United 

States Military Veteran in the group to raise Old Glory. One fine man came forward and hoisted the Stars And 

Stripes. He was a veteran of the Viet Nam War. All 50 people  

present then blended their voices in reciting the Pledge of  

Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. Some tears  

were shed and all gave up a shout of patriotic joy ! This July 4,  

2011, on the observation deck of the Yellowstone County Museum,  

the flag raising occurrence of last year became a tradition as the  

invitation went out for a U.S. Military Veteran to hoist the Stars  

and Stripes. Three men came forward and together they hoisted   

the Flag of the United States of America! Fifty voices again joined  

in the Pledge Of Allegiance with some tears and a lot of joy! This  

yearôs  United States of America Flag Raisers are pictured here for  

all to remember. 

 

Chas Weldon 

Director, Yellowstone County Museum, Billings 

 

left to right:  Les Palmer, U.S.Army AirCorp, WWII, U.S. Air Force, 

Korean War, Largo , Florida; Bud Stevens, United  States Marine 

Corp, Viet Nam War, St. Louis, Mo.; David Trauger, United States 

Army, Viet Nam War, Trappe, Pa. 

http://www.umt.edu/montanamuseum/default.aspx
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The Montana Preservation Allianceõs Touchstone Project 

  

 Just before Memorial Day, MPA excitedly launched The Montana Touchstone Project, a new 

project to document and preserve threatened history and buildings in Montanaôs small towns. Taken 

from the ancient Greek practice of touching stone to precious metal ores to determine their purity, today 

the word ñtouchstoneò means ña fundamental or quintessential part or featureò that expresses how 

valuable community histories are to sustaining the residentsô identities and a regionôs unique cultures.  

 Inspired by past fieldwork, Executive Director Chere Jiusto and former MPA staff member Kate 

Hampton, conceived a statewide project to save the heritage of threatened places. Working on-site, 

MPA is teaching community members how to preserve and digitize photographs, maps, artwork, and 

letters; conduct oral history interviews; and research and complete Montana Historic Property forms on 

important sites and buildings. Electronic versions of these materials are then uploaded by local libraries 

to the Montana State Libraryôs Montana Memory Project while the real-life versions of these resources 

are housed in a stabilized local historic property.  

 Happily, public and private entities have embraced MPAôs innovative approach. Touchstone 

funders include the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Steele-Reese Foundation, Humanities 

Montana, the Jerry Metcalf Foundation, Montana Community Foundation, Montana History Foundation, 

and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. ñWe have been grateful for the hearty support of 

friends and funders,ò reflects MPAôs Team Leader Patty Dean. ñWith their generous backing, MPA has 

assembled a top-notch óTouchstone Teamô to lend a hand all across the state.ò The team is made up of 

Montana Historical Society archivist Caitlan Maxwell, Montana State Historic Preservation Office 

preservationist Kate Hampton, Montana State Library training specialist Jo Flick, and Clay Scott, an 

independent, Emmy Award-winning, Helena-based journalist. Sharing community stories is key to the 

project, and the compelling human stories Scott records in Touchstone communities are later broadcast 

on ñMountain West Voicesò, his on-line and Montana Public Radio and Yellowstone Public Radio 

program.  

 Montanaôs record-breaking wet spring shifted the inaugural Touchstone workshop to Lewistown 

from the railroad town of Danvers where MPA had assisted descendants of the townôs early Bohemian 

Catholic s in taking title to the inactive St. Wenceslaus Church. The newly-painted and re-roofed church 

will serve as a summertime repository for archival materials associated with Danvers.  

 

Images from the Touchstone Project workshop in Big Arm 
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 Workshop attendees brought photographs, home movies, slides, letters, diaries, objects, and 

recorded memories and stories associated with rural Fergus County communities and homesteads. 

Family members surprised each other as each brought out photographs the others had never seen!  

 The second workshop in early  

June took place in Big Arm, a  

homesteading town like Danvers but  

sited on the western shore of Flathead  

Lake and on the Flathead Reservation.  

Over the past few years, MPA has  

worked with the townôs dedicated  

volunteers to rescue and restore a one- 

room schoolhouse that ultimately will  

serve as a repository for their tiny townôs  

history.  

 Big Arm Association president  

Alison Meslin remarked: ñThe level of  

enthusiasm and love of preserving history from all of you was indeed contagious. Many folks, these 

days, seem not to care about history, in any form, so having you here gave us great encouragement 

to continue.ò  

 The goal of the Touchstone Project is to provide community volunteers with the knowledge and 

confidence necessary to go out and continue the good work they have already begun, and MPA is 

honored to share in this work with the Touchstone communities. And, thanks to generous support 

from the Montana History Foundationôs ñPreserve Montana Fund,ò these important workshops will 

continue. The Touchstone Team canôt wait to see what treasures, buildings and stories weôll find and 

help preserve this autumn!  

 To listen to the remarkable story-tellers interviewed by Clay Scott through the Touchstone 

Project, visit http://mountainwestvoices.org/Default.aspx . To view some of the wonderful collections 

on the Montana Memory Project webpage, go to http://cdm15018.contentdm.oclc.org/. 

Images from the Touchstone Project 

workshop in Big Arm 
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Major Museum Conference in Helena this October  

 

 The Mountain -Plains Museum Association (MPMA) will hold its 2011 annual 

conference October 17 -21 in Helena. The event draws museum professionals from a 10 -

state region in the heartland of America, and is open to any interested people in 

Montana.  It will be one of the largest museum conferences ever to be held in Montana.  

 The Montana Historical Society and other cultural organizations in Helena and 

nearby towns will help host the conference which is expected to attract over 300 

museum professionals from Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North 

Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas and Wyoming.  

 ñThe MPMA Conference has not been held in Montana for decades, and we are 

especially pleased to have this organization meet in our state,ò said Robert M. Brown, 

Executive Director of the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula in Missoula and one of the 

general conference chairs. ñIt will be a superb opportunity for museums and local 

historical societies to attend a conference which focuses on museum issues.ò 

  The conference is designed for anyone who works, volunteers or is interested in 

museums.  Hundreds of folks from art, history, science, tribal and local museums as well 

as zoos and botanical gardens with paid and volunteer staffs are expected to attend the 

conference.  Companies providing services and products to museums are encouraged to 

participate in the Exhibit Hall.  

 ñMany of those museum issues,ò according to Jennifer Bottomly-Oôlooney, Curator 

of Art at the Montana Historical Society and a Conference Co -Chair, ñwill feature the arts 

and Tribal museums.ò  There will be tours of the Holter Museum of Art, the Archie Bray 

Foundation for the Ceramic Arts and the C.M. Russell Museum.  There will be sessions on 

Tribal perspectives and Montanaôs Indian Education for All curriculum. 

 ñThis conference will provide sessions and workshops on the latest trends in 

museums.  What distinguishes this conference from others is that there will be so many 

that delegates will have a hard time choosing which to attend,ò said Amanda Streeter 

Trum, Collections Manager at the Montana Historical Society, and the third Conference 

Co-Chair.  

 Topics that will be covered during the conference include programs for K -12 

students, collection conundrums, moving a collection, art museums and Generation Z, 

family history, fundraising plans, social media for beginners, Cloud Computing and smart 

phones, pest management, barcoding objects, managers versus leaders, museum stores, 

traveling trunk programs, thefts in your museum, interim directors, installing exhibits, 

conservation of objects, facility security, collections storage, strategic planning, video 

and webcasting, exhibits on a shoestring, controversial exhibits, cultural landscapes, 

evaluating programs,  opportunities in this economic downturn, retaining volunteers, 

creating partnerships on projects, teaching public history, documents as collections, how 

to write RFPs, dealing with hazardous materials in a collection,  risk management, 

creating programs for an exhibit, orphan works (no copyright) and more.  
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 Presenters and keynoters will come from all over the country as well as from 

Montana.  

 Keynoters include Dr. Ford Bell, President of the American Association of Museums, 

Washington, DC; William Marcus, host of the very popular PBS series, Backroads of 

Montana; the children of historian Stephen Ambrose: Hugh Ambrose and Stephenie 

Ambrose Tubbs; and Henry Real Bird, Montanaôs Poet Laureate and cowboy poet who will 

do a poetry reading with well -known Indian educator Mandy Smoker Broaddus.  Montanaôs 

Lt. Governor, John Bohlinger, will welcome attendees at the General Session.  

 The conference is designed for anyone who works, volunteers or is interested in 

museums.  Hundreds of folks from art, history, science, tribal and local museums as well as 

zoos and botanical gardens with paid and volunteer staffs are expected to attend the 

conference.  Companies providing services and products to museums are encouraged to 

participate in the Exhibit Hall.  

 Local experts will lead tours of museums and historic sites in Helena, Great Falls, 

Deer Lodge and Butte.   The opening reception will be held at night at the State Capitol.  

Other local sites that will be visited include the Montana Historical Society, Exploration 

Works Childrenôs Museum, Governorôs Mansion, the Montana Club, historic Fort Harrison 

and the St. Helena Cathedral.  

 Ten workshops will be held, covering topics such as Interpretive Writing 101 and 201, 

Oral Histories in the Digital Realm, Grant Writing, Changing Negative Workplace Behavior, 

Records Management, Dealing with Difficult Volunteers, Museums Helping Youth, Teaching 

about Water Resources, and Secrets from Exhibit Designers.  

 ñA lot of people have never been to Montana,ò said Monta Lee Dakin, the 

associationôs executive director. ñAnd we are excited to show off Helenaôs cultural assets 

and those of surrounding towns. MPMA members have already told me they are coming 

early to spend a few days in Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks or to hike in the hills 

outside of Helena.ò 

  

 For registration information and to get a copy of the Conference Program, 

visit www.mpma.net.  Or call MPMA at 303 - 979 - 9358 or by email at 

mountplains@aol.com. Early bird registration ends September 16, 2011.  
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From the Societyé. 
News and Events from the Montana Historical Society 

 

Digitization Project Making Progress  
 
 

Historical Montana newspapers are being digitized by the Montana Historical Society 
Research Center  in Helena, Montana, through a National Digital Newspaper Project 

grant from NEH and the Library of Congress. For a list of Montana papers being 
digitized in the 2009 -2011 grant cycle, please visit our wiki.  
 

The Library of Congressôs digital newspaper site Chronicling America  now includes:  

·   610  new issues of Marcus Daly's news powerhouse, the Anaconda Standard . The 

new content covers January 1891 to September 1892 , bringing the total 
number of digitized Standard pages to 7745.  

 

This addition supplements the historical Montana newspapers already residing in 
Chronicling America :  

·      490 earlier issues of the daily Anaconda Standard  (1889 -90)  

·      The  complete run of the weekly Montana Post  (1864 -69) from Virginia City  

·      2359 issues of the Daily Yellowstone Journal  (1884 -90) from Miles City  
 

In total, the site now hosts more than 18,000 pages  from historical Montana 

papers, with 32 ,000 more expected by December 2011. The text of every page is 
searchable. Just type in a word or phrase and instantly retrieve all newspaper pages 

on which it appears.  

Native Words, Native Warriors Traveling Exhibit to Leave Montana Soon 

The Native Words, Native Warriors project in Montana was facilitated by the Montana Historical Society and 

the Montana Governorôs Office of Indian Affairs, in cooperation with the Smithsonianôs National Museum of 

the American Indian. Traveling to most of Montanaôs Indian Reservations and many other communities 

beginning in 2010, the exhibit honored and recognized the contributions of Montanaôs Indian veterans and all 

servicemen and servicewomen. 

           Thank you to the sponsors who generously contributed to this exhibit: 

  

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

WalMart 

Humanities Montana 

Smithsonian Institution 

Dennis & Phyllis Washington Foundation 

Milo McLeod & Janene Caywood 

Marine Corps League of Great Falls 

Valley Hub 

Tamara Bailey Laib & Myron D. Laib 

Marine Corps League of East Helena 

Lone Rock School of Stevensville 

http://mhs.mt.gov/
http://mhs.mt.gov/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/?state=Montana&ethnicity=&language=
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84036012/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/?state=Montana&ethnicity=&language=
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84036012/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025293/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86075021/
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Montana Department of Commerce, Special Events 

Grants Now Available  

 

Application Deadline: October 21, 2011  
 

Montana communities, organizations and tribal governments sponsoring or 

planning community - based tourism festivals and events are invited to apply 

for $100,000 in state tourism grant funds available from the Montana 

Department of Commerce, Office of Tourism Special Events Grant Program 

(SEGP). The SEGP application deadline is October 21, 2011.  
 

"Since its inception in 2002, the Special Event grant program has been able 

to provide $574,500 in grant money to 77 events across the state," said 

Dore Schwinden, Director of the Montana Department of Commerce. "It is 

these events and festivals that help draw visitors into our communities 

enhancing their connection with Montana while at the same time fueling 

economic activity for our main street businesses."  
 

Any Montana event is eligible to apply and the funds must be used to 

advertise and promote the event to target markets outside a 100 - mile radius 

of the event site. Grants will be awarded based on a 3 - tier approach that 

ranks communities according to population. The grants are designed to be 

matching funds for non - profit organizations involved in developing new 

annual events as well as enhancing existing community - based tourism 

festivals and events.  
 

New to the grant process this year is the opportunity to earn bonus points 

for the applicant organization by attending an Event Management course 

sponsored by the Montana Office of Tourism. Course attendees must be 

actively involved in the planning and production of the event for which 

funding is being sought in order to be eligible for the additional points. 

The courses will be held in Billings at the Holiday Inn Grand on August 25 

and in Missoula at the Hilton Garden Inn on August 26.  
 

The SEGP funds are provided by a 4% state tourism lodging tax which is 

assessed on the lodging price of all accommodations across Montana, 

including campgrounds.  
 

Tourism and recreation is one of Montana's largest industries. In 2010, 

10.5 million people visited Montana spending over $2.5 billion during their 

stay. Over 28,000 jobs are directly and indirectly supported by nonresident 

travel, resulting in over $785 million in total personal and proprietors' 

income for Montana residents.  
 

For more information about the SEGP, the Event Management courses or to 

request an application, contact Carol Crockett at the Montana Office of 

Tourism, 406 - 841 - 2796, ccrockett@mt.gov . SEGP application materials can be 

downloaded from the Montana Office of Tourism's Intranet site:  

http://www.travelmontana.mt.gov/forms , www.travelmontana.mt.gov/forms .  

mailto:ccrockett@mt.gov
http://www.travelmontana.mt.gov/forms
http://www.travelmontana.mt.gov/forms
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MAM Members 

Post for Free!  

If you are a member of 

the Museums Association 

of Montana and would 

like your institutionôs 

upcoming events, jobs 

announcements, or 

information for our 

ñPeople in the Newsò 

section posted in the 

newsletter, submit your 

posting to Deb Mitchell 

at PO Box 1451, Helena, 

MT 59624 or 

dmitchell@mt.gov.  

 

Please note submission 

deadlines on page 1 of 

the newsletter.  


